
Welcome to Exploring Art!

Ms. Ostendorf

Petaluma 
Junior High



COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course is designed 
to introduce students 
to various art mediums 
and techniques. 
Students will learn 
basic skills in drawing 
and painting while 
exploring materials 
such as graphite, 
colored pencil, ink, 
charcoal, pastel, 
watercolor, and acrylic 
paint. 



INSTRUCTIONAL UNITS:
Students will use a variety of media to learn the 

Elements of Art.
● Line
● Shape
● Form
● Texture
● Color
● Value
● Space

The class begins by learning basic 
fundamentals, then students build 
upon their prior knowledge to complete 
more detailed and complex work.



THE LEARNING PROCESS
DEMONSTRATIONS
�  Demonstrations for every assignment
GUIDED INSTRUCTION
�  Breaking things down into easy to follow steps
VISUAL AIDS
     Artist, teacher, and student examples
STEP CHARTS
    Help students to see where we are, and where we  
    are going.



Practice
(worksheets 
& sketches)

Demonstrations, 
Step Charts, & 

Guided Instruction Independent Work

STEP CHART EXAMPLES













GUIDED DRAWING & PAINTING



Art is a learned ability.
● Whatever level a student is 

currently at, I want them to 
improve!

● You do not have to be a 
naturally gifted artist to do 
well.

● The more you learn and 
practice, the better you get!



Things that require zero talent
● Being on time
● Being Prepared

● Work ethic/ Staying focused

● Effort (always trying your best)

● Willingness to learn & attitude

● Doing more than the minimum requirements

● Taking your time on your work - no scribbles!

● Don’t fold or wrinkle your paper!



GRADING
● PROJECTS
Quality over quantity!
I want students to be proud of their 
accomplishments.
● WORKSHEETS
-Help students understand a topic or technique
-Builds confidence

● Warm up assignments & Backup projects

● Class activities 

● Class participation & Attendance



GRADING CRITERIA
Criteria

● Did you follow directions?
● Did you meet all of the criteria?

Craftsmanship
● Is your neatness and skill level above

average, average, or below average?
Involvement

● Did you put a lot of effort into your project?
● Did you work all period & every period?

Originality & Creativity
● Did you think “outside of the box”?



SELF EVALUATIONS
I want students to understand why they have earned their grade. 

Self evaluations and class critiques help students to analyze and 
reflect upon their work.

● Title of Project
● Medium(s) used
● Historical and/or cultural connection 
     (art movement, time period, and/or culture)
● Project specific questions
● Is your craftsmanship and skill level above average, average, or 

below average? WHY?
● What grade do you think you deserve on this project? WHY?
   *Refer to the grading rubric to assess your work.



CRITIQUES



The Aesthetic Scanning Process
Learning to talk about art using a framework.

1. Description
2. Analysis
3. Interpretation
4. Judgement





GOOGLE CLASSROOM
● Google Classroom is how students will access class 

assignments, view materials, and turn in work. All large 
assignments will be posted and collected on Google 
Classroom. (Small worksheets will go straight into Aeries.)

● Students will take photos of their work, crop their photos, 
and attach them to each  assignment. 

● After the posted due date, assignments will be graded and 
the grade will be added to Aeries. 

● Google Classroom

https://classroom.google.com/h


GOOGLE CLASSROOM
● The Google Classroom parent 

summary will give you a snapshot 
of your child's work. If you are 
looking for all assignments, 
materials, due dates, and what 
your child has turned in, have 
your child log in to their Google 
Classroom. 

● Looking at your child's account 
will give you access to all of the 
site's resources and information.



AERIES
● Aeries is where you can access your contact 

information, student transcripts, graded work, 
and daily participation points. Aeries will only 
be updated after a due date and once all of the 
students’ assignments have been graded. 

● Google Classroom is where you should look for 
current assignments, due dates, and grades. 



ABSENCES & MAKE-UP WORK
● If a student is absent, then they should look in Google 

Classroom under the Agendas tab for the assignments of the 
day. They should also check for any new posts.

● If a student is out sick, then you need to notify the front 
office and adhere to the Covid safety protocols and testing 
procedures. 



MAKE-UP WORK
● Students are responsible for turning in their work by 

taking a photo, cropping it, and submitting it on Google 
Classroom. Paper worksheets that are not in Google 
Classroom should be turned in when back from an 
absence.

● I usually make an assignment due a day or two after it is 
finished in class, so that students have extra time to 
complete their work.

● Late work will drop one letter grade if it is late, and it will 
continue to drop a letter grade each week after it was due.



If your child ever says that they are bored, tell them to go to Ms. O’s 
Exploration Station in Google Classroom!



ART WEBSITE
http://pjhsart.weebly.com   

The art website offers helpful links and beautiful student artwork.

http://pjhsart.weebly.com/


Thank you for coming to 
Back to School Night!


